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1 . IN THE SMALL TOWN OF SLORSHEIM NEAR FRANKFURT ON JUNE 17 
THE HESSIAN FDP SEARCHED ITS COLLECTIVE SOULD EOR A FORMULA 
FOR SURVIVAL AND DECIDED THAT AFTER THE OCTOBER 8 ELECTION 
"IT IS PREPARED FOR A RENEWAL OF COOPERATION WITH THE CURRENT 
MINISTER PRESIDENT HOLGER BORNER AND THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PARTY LED BY HIM IN HESSE." THE EORMULATION WILL HELP TO MAKE 
THE CONTEST A PERSONAL ONE BETWEEN BORNER AND DREGGER. 

2. THE KEY VOTE BY SECRET BALLOT SHOWED 173 DELEGATES IN 
FAVOR OF CONTINUING THE SPD COALITION AS PROPOSED BY 

THE LEADERSHIP; 113 WERE OPPOSED; AND 5 DELEGATES ABSTAINED. 
HEEDING MISCHNICK'S APPEAL EOR A SHOW OE UNITY; THE CONVENTION 
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THE PROCEEDED TO ENDORSE THE MAJORITY DECISION BY A SHOW OF 
HANDS, BUT STIT T. WITH 13 VOTES OPPOSED AND 14 ABSTENTIONS. 

THE EVENING BEFORE THE CONVENTION THE FDPS GOVERNING BOARD 
HAD VOTED 23 TO 2 FOR CONTINUING THE COALITION WITH THE SPD. 

THIS FACT WAS ANNOUNCED AT THE OPENING OF THE FLORSHEIM CONVENTION 
BUT ALONG WITH OTHER EFFORTS DID NOT CHOKE OFF A DEBATE ON 
THE ISSUE. THE OPPOSING DELEGATES, LED BY FDP BUDESTAG DEPUTY 
KLAUS-JURGEN HOFFIE FROM DARMSTADT HAD, IN VARIOUS FORMS, 

PROPOSED THAT THE FDP NOT DECLARE ITSELF FOR EITHER BIG PARTY 
AS A COALITION PARTNER BUT HOLD THE QUESTION OPEN UNTIL AFTER 
THE ELECTION OF OCTOBERS. 

3. INITIAL REACTIONS FROM THE SPD AND THE CDU/CSU WERE ALONG 
PREDICTABLE LINES. SPEAKING FOR THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, BORNER 
PROFESSED TO SEE IN THE FDP'S DECISION A CONFIRMATION OF 

FAIR AND OBJECTIVE COOPERATION WITHIN THE SOCIAL/LIBERAL COALITION 
IN WIESBADEN. LEADING OFF FOR THE CDU ALFRED DREGGER PROMPTLY 
RELEASED A PREVIOUSLY PREPARED STATEMENT IN WHICH HE DECLARED 
THAT THE ELECTORAL BATTLE LINES ARE NOW CLEARLY DRAWN AND 
APPEALED TO THE VOTERS TO BREAK THE POLITICAL POWER 
"CARTEL" OF THE SPD/FDP IN HESSE. HE CALLED ON LIVERAL VOTERS 
TO NOW JOIN THE CDU AS THE ONLY PARTY PREPARED TO IMPLEMENT 
A LIBERAL RENEWAL IN THE STATE. THE SAME THEME WAS ECHOED IN 
INITIAL STATEMENTS BY CDU GENERAL MANAGER GEISSLER AND CSU 
BOSS FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS. 
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4. COMMENT: THE STATE AND NATIONAL LEADERSHIP OF THE FREE 
DEMOCRATS HAVE THUS SUCCEEDED IN CRUSHING AN INCIPIENT REBELLION. 
THEY DID NOT, HOWEVER, SUCCEED IN AVOIDING OPEN CONFRONTATION 
AT FLORSHEIM AND CARRIED THE DAY THERE AT A COST. THE FACT 

THAT 38 PERCENT OF THE DELEGATES OPPOSED THE COMMITMENT TO 
CONTINUE THE COALITION WITH THE SPD SHOWS THE EXTENT OF THE 
SPLIT AMONG THE FREE DEMOCRATS WHICH CANNOT BE GLOSSED OVER 
BY THE SUBSEQUENT EFFORT UNANIMOUSLY - OR ALMOST - ENDORSE THE 
MAJORITY DECISION. MOREOVER, THE PRESSURES BROUGHT TO BEAR 
BY THE NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEADERSHIP AS WELL AS SOMEWHAT HIGH- 
HANDED TACTICS USED TO LIMIT THE DEBATE ON JUNE 17 HAVE AROUSED 
RESENTMENT AMONG SOME DELEGATES. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT 
THERE WILL BE SIGNIFICANT DEFECTIONS FROM THE PARTY BUT GIVEN 
THE FDP'S VERY THINS MARGIN OF SAFETY, EVEN A FEW DEFECTIONS 
WOULD HURT. 

5. THE FREE DEMOCRATS THUS ENTER THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
DIVIDED AND BESET BY OTHER DANGERS SUCH AS THE THREAT FROM 
THE GREEN LIST ENVIRONMENTALISTS, A SENTIMENT OF SOME FDP 
ADHERENTS THAT THE PARTY WOULD BE BEST OFF BY REGENERATING 
ITSELF IN THE OPPOSITION, THE EXISTENCE OF A GOOD MANY CDU/FDP 
COALITIONS ON THE LOCAL LEVEL IN HESSE, AND A POSSIBILITY THAT 
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IN HESSE, AS IN LOWER SAXONY, A GOOD MANY FDP VOTERS WILL STAY 
AWAY FROM THE POLLS ON OCTOBER 8. IT IS THUS PROBLEMATICAL 
WHETHER LAST SATURDAY THE HESSIAN FDP FOUND THE RIGHT FORMULA 
FOR SURVIVAL - IF, INDEED, ANY FORMULA IS POSSIBLE. THE PARTY 
LEADERSHIP, NATIONAL AND LOCAL, IS WELL AWARE OE THE DANGER 
AND WILL BE MAKING A VERY HEAVY INVESTMENT IN TIME AND ENERGY 
IN THE NEXT THREE AND A HALF MONTHS IN AN ALL-OUT EFFORT TO 
ASSURE THE FDP'S CONTINUED PARLIAMENTARY EXISTENCE.LEHMANN 
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